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Angel Oliva

—embargo wasn’t
the end of the world

By NEVA GRACE MURRAY

Those were troubled days here
when the embargo on Cuban tobacco,
threatened for months, became a fact
in February of 1962, It was trouble
for Tampa manufacturers, a ruinous
prospect for those relying almost en-
tirely on imported leaf, and a serious
problem for all. But it was Angel
Oliva, a leading importer of tobacco
from Cuba, who said to the men here:
“Boys, this is not the end of the world.
Let’s see what we can do to get our-
selves out of this sitnation.”

He and they have made much
progress since that day.

Mr. Oliva set out at once to develop
replacements for the Cuban imports,
first in Florida and in Connecticut,
and then in Honduras. “He has been
willing to gamble his time, money,
and energy on replacements, even
while there was some prospect that
the Cuban market might be revived,
and if so, the Oliva projects stood to
wither on the vine,” a Tampa manu-
facturer pointed out. “Now the Tam-
pa industry is making its adjustments,
and Oliva is their mainstay for to-
bacen,”

Months before the embargo became
definite and irrevocable, Mr. Oliva had
urged Tampa cigar men to build up
their tobacco inventories. Late in
1960, with the tobacco in the hands
of Cuban officials who were antago-
nistic to the United States, he led the
way for new arrangements, persuad-
ing Cuban officials to sell to American
manufacturers on payment at delivery
to the docks in Havana, Money had
to be sent through Canadian banks,
and costs were increased, with more
capital involved than in earlier days.
He and twelve Tampa manufacturers
met with island officials, working out
an agreement for purchase of 80,000
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bales. This made it possible for manu-
facturers who had old inventories to
transfer them to this country.

While leading factories here have
some Cuban leaf still on hand, the
day approaches when it will be used
up. As a matter of fact, experiments
with various blends have been going
on at most factories since the embargo,

Angel Oliva is thoroughly convinced
that with a little more time his tobac-
co growing projects in North Florida
and Connecticut and in Honduras will
provide tobacco comparable to the
best that for years was imported from
Cuba. He and his experts have the
know-how, for they had the experi-
ence in Cuba. Plantings, curing, and
packing are all carefully supervised to
provide the wvarious manufacturers
with their individual needs for wrap-
per and filler. The first experiments
have already produced the quality,
and now time will bring quantity,
these pioneers believe,

The industry respects and trusts
Angel Oliva and likes him. He's a
man with enthusiasm, love of business,
and a sense of responsibility to his as-
sociates and employees which often
widens to inelude young and old who

need help. Cuban born, he is deeply
appreciative of the opportunities he
has had in this country, and expresses
it in being a good eitizen.

A man of innate courtesy and a
keen thinker, he has the ability, in
telling you of his travels, to make vou
feel you've been there, too. His for-
mal education ended with the fourth
grade in Cuba, 50 you may say he's
self-educated. And a first-rate job he's
made of it.

One of 11 children, Angel Oliva was
born in the Pinar del Rio province,
and worked as a boy in tobacco fields
with his father who headed the Dami-
ana tobaceco plantations of the Cuban
Land Tobacco Co. Having gained his
father's consent, Angel, aged 18, left
for Tampa with a small suitcase in his
hand and $50 in his pocket. Speak-
ing only Spanish, he got a clerk’s job
in a small Latin grocery and set about
learning English in his spare time with
4 private teacher at the Donahue
school. With his first savings, he
started a laundry business in 1927,
and lost the savings of two years in
less than g year, with only the small
consolation that 11 other laundries
went out of business in the same com-
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"m”m- at the same time,

As his fust step into the tobacen
pusiness, the young Angel Oliva wen
o work for lallﬁ Johnston Leaf Tobape-
0 Co. (tor hive vears fi turnee out)
epresenting at the same time t}.,,;
lurksmn-i“q: nillt{.‘r 1‘]-(}1'& 'UH. His !191}.35
o pﬁsu:ulillj!, James Johnston to Mive
pim up in the firm did net ywopl out
o in 1934 he started the Miva ‘]'uh:w-‘
ca Co. in partnership witl Jose AL
varez Suarez (known as Mochin ) ancl
his brother Emilio Suares.  Afier the
dcu”- of Jose in 1939, the .'~Iu1.'i1;:i11.g
brother offered Mr. Oliva the Snarez
share of the htl.‘tilmﬂﬁ, and he h-u:'t:um:;
sole owner.

The Oliva firm handled
from Cuba, Connecticut, Wisconsin,
and Florida, and represented  the
Woodward Leaf Tobaceo Co., Quiney,
Fla.; Robert B. McIntosh, Edgerton,
Wis.; Junco & Co.; I. Kaffenburg &
Son, Havana; Crystal Tube Co., Chi-
cago; and Dow Chemical Co. He
brought his brother Martin in to help
run the business, and lost him to the
Air Force for three years during
World War II. Another brother, Mar-
celino, came over from Cuba to help.
Mr. Oliva incorporated the firm in
1946, giving an interest to each of
the two brothers, Martin and Marce-
lino, and to Martin’s wife Alice who
has been with the firm since 1936 and
1% secretary-treasurer.

To meet increasing demands of his
customers for Cuban tobacco with a
superior quality leaf, Mr. Oliva
formed the Excelsior Tobacco Corp.
in Pinar del Rio province, Cuba, in
1951. Under the Excelsior name, a
subsidiary of Oliva Tobacco Co., the
business of growing and packing fine
tobacco for Tampa and other manu-
facturers prospered, and gained an
outstanding reputation in Cuba where
he sold to island manufacturers as well

until 1959.

Purchased Business

tobacco

When Fidel Castro came to power

and began drastic actions agai?st
American business in Cuba, Mr. Oliva

realized that the firm would have to

leave Cuba eventually. He bought the
mail order cigar business of James T.
Swann in 1961. Swann Products, es-
tablished in 1915, became a subsidi-
ary of the Oliva Tobacco Co. and

~ does a good mail order business un-

der the able direction of Miss Martha
Bovd and Adrian Bustillo, son of a
I:'j"Jil'l'E'E'I' Tm“pn dgnr nlﬂnﬂfﬂm'

The Tobaces Leaf

||[| r L=
he Excelsioy firm was ong of the

i{iw Mot intervened by the Castro gov
rﬂ:rlmflt. wh:cjh May speak volumes
o ngel I'Dlwa's ability. He's in.

er_:.'E b dismiss that saying it was
out in the Province gf P*j;t;ur del Rio

rtant maybe, He has
ny of his emplovees out of
ork with him on the north
. Connecticut, and Honduras
prajects, technicians who know the de-
tails of successfy| Browing, curing, and
packing of tobaceo leaf, and who ecan
Jlﬂ]p train others,

| At the end he liquidated Excelsior
Tobaceo Corp. in Cuba for pesos, paid
his farmers and emplovees in dollars,
and turned his energies to the new
projects in north Florida, Connecticut,
and then to Honduras,

Oliva employees count on the boss
calling them by name when he says
“momd morning,” and they know they
can go to his office or headquarters
and talk to him without long delays.
“If a man comes to see me, I want to
see him as soon as possible. What-
ever he comes for, that's important to
him, and therefore to me” he Says.

and not tog impo
hmugl]l‘ ma
Cuba to w
Florida,

Problems Multiply

The Cuban situation brought a mul-
titude of problems to Mr. Oliva, in-
cluding personal worry: a brother,
Felix, a lawyer in Cuba, has been held
a political prisoner in the Isle of Pines
since September 1960, on a 12-year
sentence. The Olivas are hopeful of
release.

How is he able to smile, in the face
of so many problems? “I think it's be-
cause I put firmly behind me each day
the worries and mistakes of the day
before, and concentrate on today’s af-
fairs,” he explains.

North Florida has produced tobac-
co for vears. With a critical need for
replacing Cuban wrapper, Mr. Oliva
began his experiment in the Quincy
area, aided, he points out, by “the tre-
mendous foresight of one of our Flor-
ida leaders in shadegrown tobacco,
Mr. Tom Smith, and associates, and
by the gnmmgﬂm. t of Tampa ci-
gar mnnufﬂﬁ:hlrﬂ Stanford Newman.”
What he came up t]'l were the first
Bracmrad ﬁwppm:’.uf any importance
in the U. 5. This success was followed
in 1962 | : J"‘._ _.nf'i.ﬂm bales
viously purchased in Cuba.

Angel and Martin Oliva were un-
<ful on their first trip to Con-
P Rl s oy e

cured wrappers, but on a second trip
Angel convinced Dan K. Christian,
Albert and Dick Newhield, and Loren-
z0 Lambson that it could he done,
The Oliva firm financed these efforts
“with the assistance of a couple of
Pennsylvania Dutchmen, better known
a8 Ken and Ben Mann.” Their SLLC=
cess helped the cigar industry in gen-
eral, and encouraged other Connecti-
cut growers to follow their example,
providing the industry with wrappers
from Florida and Connecticut to ease
the transition from Cuba tobacco chitt

off by f'n':l.h'lr;_.-;t:l- e s

Turns to Filler

With the wrapper problem well on
the way to solution, Mr. Oliva tumed
to the critical need for fller tobacco
to blend with dwindling inventories
of Cuban tobacco. Finding that the
Commodity Credit Corp. was holding
a “wonderful inventory of Connecticut
tobacco from 1935 to 1956," he
bought all the Oliva firm could han-
dle, and suggested to friends in the
industry that they buy some to stretch
their filler inventories until something

else could be found to replace Cuban
filler.

In addition to the Florida and Con-
necticut wrapper experiments, the
Olivas took the initiative on a project
of long filler for fine cigars. Making
extensive studies of soils and climate,
they decided on Honduras as the most
suitable area. If you look at the map,
you'll see how similar, geographically,
Honduras is to Cuba, Their initial ex-
periment on 53 acres of land, where a
sort of Indian tobacco had been

grown, was a marked success.

Knowing that quantity as well as
quality is needed by cigar manufac-
turers, Mr. Oliva set up detailed plans
for an $800,000 project in Honduras
to furnish some -
bacco, He presented these plans to
Senator Spessard Holland, hoping for
financial aid in developing under the
Alliance for Progress. This came to
naught, the Alliance taking the view
that tobacco is non-essential. The
plans eventually were forwarded to
the Inter-American Bank and later to
Banco de Fomento in Honduras which
is now developing 140 acres of tobac-
co in all grades.

This small governmental operation
would be too slow to supply the in-
dustry with its immediate needs, Mr,

(Next page)
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Angel Oliva
(from preceding page)

Oliva figured, so his firm launched its
own private enterprise, and is now
developing 700 acres of natural,
shade, and sun grown fillers in the
Copan area of Honduras, “and that
is still a very small part of the tobacco
the cigar industry needs” Mr. Oliva
says. But it's a mighty good begin-
ning.

Those who have visited the Oliva
farms in Honduras, representatives of
manufacturers and leading tobacco
buyers, have been amazed by both
the efforts and the results. It has to

~be seen to be believed, they report.

If fuller cooperation could have
been achieved from the Alliance for
Progress in this tobacco project, it
would have helped solve many labor
problems for Honduranians, it would
have produced a greater quantity of
tobacco and given the intermediate
size cigar manufacturers a source of
supply, Mr. Oliva believes.

The Oliva projects have all pro-
vided opportunities for a number of
Cuban farmers and businessmen who
otherwise might have been a liability

-

to this couniry, instead of the great
asset they are to the cigar industry
today.

Spanish is Mr. Oliva’s native langu-
age, and it adds to his ability in deal-
ing with Honduranians. He speaks
English well, too, and is proud of the
American citizenship he gained in
1932, Abroad, he is often asked if he
is a Cuban, and his reply is “Yes, I'm
Cuban born, and I'm an American cit-
izen.” He is both proud and grateful
for the opportunities he has had in
the United States. He is proud, too,
of his family: he and his wife, Estela
Diaz Garcia, have two sons, Angel,
Jr., a graduate architect, and John
Ernest, industrial engineering student
at the University of Florida, and two
grandchildren. His father, now 98,
lives in Cuba.

He has found time for many com-
munity as well as business interests.
Among many other activities, he was
on the Civic Clubs committee which
started the Boys' Clubs in Tampa,
has served on the zoning commission,
is a member of Tampa Consistory and
later the Shriners, and the Yhor City
Optimists’ Club which named him
their “Outstanding Citizen of the

Year in 1951.

In one year, 1961, he paid gy a
total of $11,600 in transportatig,
costs to bring here from Cubg “Mem.
bers of the family, friends, and boys
who worked for us.” Some he coylq
put to work, and all needed help one
way or another to get established apg
on their own again. “It has been Iy
privilege to help,” Mr. Oliva says.

Why has he gone so deeply into
these tobacco growing projects? Not
entirely for profit, although he expects
eventually to realize returns on his in-
vestments, risky as such projects
could turn out to be should Castrg
somehow make his peace with the
United States. Mr. Oliva has an ac-
tive mind which likes to work out
problems, “and at my age in life, [
like to think that I may be making a
real and lasting contribution to some-
body. Cigar manufacturers are my
triends. They need the right tobacco,
and I am doing my best to provide it
for them,” he explains.

They are his friends. They trust
him. He has dealt long and fairly with
them. And he’s doing his share to
help the industry survive a critical
adjustment period.
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'Leadership in Leaf Crisis—

Oliva Honored
’At Coffee Club

er, broker and grower, was hon-
ored yesterday at the Greater

Tampa Chamber
of Commerce’
Coffee Club for
' his leadership in:
establishing new
sources of ciga
tobacco leaf sup-:
plies. :
Oliva was pre- g
sented with the &=
Chamber of Com- §
merce Serviceg
Award for his ef-#
forts to find and Oliva
| develop new sources of tobacco
for Tampa’s cigar industry when
the Cuban supply was cut off
by the embargo.

With his own capital, Oliva
developed mnew supplies in
Honduras, North Florida and
Connecticut, James H. Couey
Jr., president of the chamber
of commerce said in making the
presentation.

Angel Oliva, tobacco import-

About 500 persons, largest
gathering in coffee club history,

were present for the presenta-|

tion at the electrical exposition

| building on the Florida State

Fairgrounds.

Tampa's New Car Dealer’s

| Association sponsored the coffee

club and put on a one-shot auto-
mobile show. Sixteen members
of the association had their
1964 models on display.

Also on the program was a
talk on the role and scope of
the Hillsborough County Ex-
pressway Authority by Carl
Brorein Sr., executive director
of the authority.

Next meeting of the coffee
club is scheduled for Nov. 27 at
the Tampa Police Department’s
gymnasium. Mayor Nick C. Nuc-

cio is to introduce the new peo-’

ple. he has brought into the
city’s administration on his re-
turn to office.




